
FROM THEE ALL  SKILL  AND SCIENCE FLOW

This great  hymn was wr i t ten by a dedicated Angl ican min is ter  who was a lso a poet ,  a  novel is t ,  a  lover  of  nature,
an h is tor ian and above a l l ,  a  humani tar ian.  That  last  word may be qui te  unknown to you but  i t  means an ind i -
v iduaf  who is  deeply  concerned wi th persons.  Such a man cares for  human beings of  a l l  descr ip t ions and helps
al l  he can wi th the i r  problems,  no mat ter  how poor ,  s ick,  t i red or  d i r ty  they are.

Char lcs Kingsley fe l t  that  the Chr is t ian Church of  h is  day d id l i t t le  to  help a l l  the needy persons.  He fe l t  that
too many church people "busied"  themselves wi th l i t t le  church act iv i t ies and d id not  face up to the needs and
concerns of  a l l  the poor ,  s ick and homeless beings who l ived in  the s lums of  London.

In addi t ion to work ing hard h imsel f  to  make l i fe  easier  for  these many people he spent  many hours wr i t ing.  He
became wel l -known as a novel is t  and as a poet .  His  books of ten expressed h is  deep concern for  the socia l
problems of  h is  day through the characters of  the stor ies and the many th ings they said about  the t ragic
problems of  so many poor  people.  We f ind these same problems today in  so many of  our  c i t ies,  both large and
smal l -not  enough food to eat  nor  c lo thes to wear;  s ickness and l i t t le  hope for  l i fe  to  improve-a l l  o f  us must
work toward f ind ing solut ions for  these problems.

Char les Kingsley a lso wrote many poemsJ however ,  the one f rom which our  hymn is  taken was wr i t ten espe-
c ia l ly  for  the lay ing of  the cornerstone of  Queen's  Hospi ta l  in  Bi rmingham, England.  The ent i re  hymn was
sung by a choi r  o f  1 ,000 voices at  the ceremony.  The f i rs t  l ine began "Accept  th is  bui ld ing,  grac ious Lord."
The f i rs t  two or ig inal  s tanzas are omi t ted f rom hymnals now for  they refer  to  the f i rs t  use of  the hymn back
i n  1 8 7 1 .

The stanzas we find in use today show: (there are two stanzas made up of 2 quatroins each. A quatrain isa
fou r - l ine poet ic  s tanza) .

l s t  Q u a t r a i n  -  G o d  i s  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  h u m a n  s k i l l s , e m o t i o n s ,  i d e a l s a n d  s e r v i c e s
tha t  he lp  to  ra i se  mank ind  to  h igher  and  nob le r  e f fo r t s .

2nd Quatra in -  God wants us to share in  g iv ing as wel l  as receiv ing -  not  the r ich
and  ta len ted  on ly ,  bu t  the  humb les t  o f  us .  To  re l i eve  su f fe r ing
shou ld  be  a  un ive rsa l  task .

3 rd  Qua t ra in -  We shou ld  s t r i ve  fo r  ou r  leaders ,  a l l  o f  us ,  to  ru le  jus t l y  th rough
G o d ' s  g u i d a n c e .

4th Quatra in -  That  i t  is  not  God who has spoi led our  ear th ly  paradise that  He
created for  man.  l t  was our  own crude destruct iveness.  We should
do a l l  we can to restore the green grass and t rees,  and the b lue of
the sky b lackened by smoke.

The tune called Mossachusetts was written especially for this hymn by a wonderful present-day musician
Kather ine K.  Davis .  Miss Davis  has wr i t ten many lovely  anthems sung in  our  churches a l l  across the land.  She
l ives in  the state f rom which the name of  our  hymn-tune comes.  She a lso wrote one of  our  Chor is ters Gui ld
anthems titled Who l,las The Man (A-1 1 0) . Perhaps you have su ng it.

What  is  the form of  th is  tune cal led Mossochuset ts? (Ci rc le  the correct  form pat tern. )
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